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ASTM D2513 POLYETHYLENE PE GAS
PRESSURE PIPE Study Guide

Astm D2513 Polyethylene Pe Gas Pressure Pipe

Tubing

**Everything You Need to Know About ASTM D2513 Polyethylene PE Gas Pressure Pipe
Tubing**

astm d2513 polyethylene pe gas pressure pipe tubing plays a crucial role in the
e?cient and safe distribution of natural gas and other gaseous fuels. As industries and
municipalities continue to shift towards more durable, corrosion-resistant, and ?exible
piping solutions, polyethylene (PE) piping that meets ASTM D2513 standards has become
increasingly popular. Whether you?re a contractor, engineer, or simply interested in
infrastructure materials, understanding the ins and outs of this specialized piping can help
you make informed decisions for your projects.

What is ASTM D2513 Polyethylene PE Gas Pressure Pipe Tubing?

ASTM D2513 is a standard speci?cation developed by ASTM International, governing
polyethylene (PE) plastic gas pressure pipe, tubing, and ?ttings. The speci?cation outlines
the requirements for materials, dimensions, design, performance, and testing to ensure
these pipes are suitable for transporting natural gas and other gaseous fuels under
pressure.

In simpler terms, polyethylene PE gas pressure pipe tubing that complies with ASTM
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D2513 is speci?cally engineered to handle the pressures and environmental conditions
typical of gas distribution systems. It ensures safety, reliability, and long-term
performance, making it the preferred choice for many gas utility companies worldwide.
Why Polyethylene (PE)?

Polyethylene o?ers several advantages over traditional metal piping, including:
**Corrosion Resistance:** Unlike steel or iron, PE does not rust or corrode,

drastically reducing maintenance needs and extending service life.

**Elexibility:** PE pipes can bend and curve around obstacles without the need for
multiple ?ttings, which reduces potential leak points.

**Lightweight:** Easier to handle and install compared to heavier metal pipes.
**Chemical Resistance:** Resistant to many chemicals and contaminants found in

soil or gas, maintaining integrity over time.

**Cost-E?ectiveness:** Lower installation and maintenance costs make it

economical for large-scale gas distribution networks.

Key Features and Speci?cations of ASTM D2513 PE Gas Pressure
Pipe Tubing

Understanding the speci?cations of ASTM D2513 polyethylene PE gas pressure pipe tubing
is essential when selecting the right material for gas projects.

Material Grades and Types

ASTM D2513 covers various grades of polyethylene, commonly PE 2708 and PE 4710. PE
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4710 is often preferred for its higher density and enhanced strength characteristics,
making it ideal for higher pressure gas applications.

Pressure Ratings and Dimensions

Pipes complying with ASTM D2513 come in di?erent pressure classes, typically ranging
from 50 psi to 125 psi or higher, allowing for ?exible application depending on the gas
system requirements. The standard also speci?es dimensions such as pipe diameter, wall
thickness, and tolerance levels to ensure consistency and safety.

Testing and Quality Assurance

To comply with ASTM D2513, polyethylene pipes must undergo rigorous testing, including
hydrostatic pressure tests, impact resistance, and environmental stress crack resistance.
These tests validate the pipe?s ability to withstand operational stresses and external
factors like temperature ?uctuations and soil movement.

Applications of ASTM D2513 Polyethylene PE Gas Pressure Pipe
Tubing

ASTM D2513 polyethylene PE gas pressure pipe tubing is widely used across various
sectors, thanks to its versatility and safety pro?le.

Natural Gas Distribution Networks

This is the primary application area, where PE pipes carry natural gas from transmission
lines to residential, commercial, and industrial customers. The pipes? ?exibility and
corrosion resistance make them perfect for underground installations, reducing the risk of

leaks and failures.
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Propane and Other Gaseous Fuels

Besides natural gas, ASTM D2513 PE pipes are also suitable for transporting propane and
other gaseous fuels safely, especially in rural or 0?-grid locations where fuel delivery
systems require robust piping solutions.

Industrial and Commercial Facilities

Many factories and commercial buildings use these PE gas pipes to distribute fuel gases
internally, bene?ting from the ease of installation and long service life.

Installation Tips for ASTM D2513 Polyethylene PE Gas Pressure

Pipe Tubing

Installing PE gas pressure pipe tubing requires careful attention to meet safety codes and
ensure longevity.

Proper Trenching: Pipes should be laid in trenches free of sharp rocks and
debris

to avoid damage during installation.

Correct Joining Methods: Fusion welding (butt fusion or electrofusion) is the
2.

preferred method for joining PE pipes, ensuring leak-free connections.

Pressure Testing: After installation, the piping system must be pressure tested
3.

according to local regulations and ASTM standards to detect any leaks before use.
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Protection from UV Exposure: Although PE pipes are UV resistant, prolonged
4.

exposure can degrade them; hence, pipes should be buried or covered if stored
outdoors.

Handling and Storage Considerations

To maintain the integrity of the polyethylene tubing, it should be stored on clean, ?at
surfaces and protected from extreme temperatures. Avoid dragging pipes across rough
surfaces to minimize scratches or abrasions.

Comparing ASTM D2513 PE Gas Pipes with Other Gas Piping
Materials

While steel and copper pipes have been traditional choices for gas distribution, ASTM
D2513 polyethylene PE gas pressure pipe tubing provides several advantages worth
considering:

Material

Corrosion

Resistance

Flexibility

Installation Ease

Cost

Steel
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Low (prone to rust)

Low (rigid) Moderate (welding required)

Higher

Copper

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate (soldering

required)

Higher

ASTM D2513 PE

Pipe

High

High

Easy (fusion welding)

Lower

This comparison highlights why polyethylene piping compliant with ASTM D2513 has
become the go-to material for modern gas distribution systems.

Environmental and Safety Bene?ts of Using ASTM D2513
Polyethylene PE Gas Pressure Pipe Tubing

Choosing the right pipe material isn?t just about performance; environmental and safety

factors are equally important.
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**eak Prevention:** The seamless fusion joints reduce the risk of gas leaks, which
protects the environment and improves public safety.

**L_ower Carbon Footprint:** The lightweight nature of PE pipes means less energy is
consumed during transportation and installation compared to metal pipes.

**Longevity:** Longer service life reduces the need for frequent replacements,
minimizing waste and environmental disruption.

**Resistance to Soil Chemicals:** PE pipes withstand exposure to chemicals and
moisture in the soil, preventing degradation and potential contamination.

Compliance with Industry Regulations

ASTM D2513 polyethylene PE gas pressure pipe tubing complies with numerous federal
and local regulations governing gas distribution, helping utilities meet safety standards
and avoid costly penalties.

Choosing the Right Supplier for ASTM D2513 Polyethylene PE Gas
Pressure Pipe Tubing

When sourcing PE gas pipes, it?s important to select suppliers who provide certi?ed and
tested products that adhere strictly to ASTM D2513. Reliable suppliers will o?er:
Documentation of compliance with ASTM standards

Detailed product speci?cations and pressure ratings

Technical support and installation guidance

Custom sizes and ?ttings suited for speci?c project needs



ASTM D2513 POLYETHYLENE PE GAS PRESSURE PIPE Study Guide Vol. 2022, Issue 2

Checking reviews and industry certi?cations can further ensure that you?re partnering
with a trustworthy manufacturer or distributor.

Whether you?re upgrading an existing gas network or planning a new project,
understanding the characteristics and advantages of ASTM D2513 polyethylene PE gas
pressure pipe tubing is key. Its proven reliability, ease of installation, and compliance with
stringent safety standards make it an excellent choice for modern gas infrastructure. By
investing in high-quality PE pipe tubing, you?re not only enhancing system performance
but also contributing to safer, more sustainable energy distribution.

Question

Answer

What is ASTM D2513

polyethylene PE gas pressure

pipe tubing?

ASTM D2513 polyethylene PE gas pressure pipe tubing

is a standard speci?cation developed by ASTM

International that covers polyethylene (PE) plastic pipe

intended for use in gas distribution systems under

pressure.

What are the key properties of

ASTM D2513 polyethylene gas

pipes?
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Key properties include high chemical resistance,
?exibility, impact resistance, corrosion resistance, and
suitability for high-pressure natural gas distribution
applications.

What sizes are available for

ASTM D2513 polyethylene PE

gas pressure pipes?

ASTM D2513 pipes are available in a range of sizes
typically from 1/2 inch up to 24 inches in diameter,
depending on manufacturer and application
requirements.

What are the typical pressure

ratings for ASTM D2513

polyethylene gas pipes?

Pressure ratings vary based on pipe size and material
grade but generally range from 100 psi to 200 psi or
higher, suitable for standard gas distribution pressures.
How does ASTM D2513 PE

pipe compare to steel pipes

for gas distribution?

Vol. 2022, Issue 2
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ASTM D2513 PE pipes are lighter, more ?exible,

corrosion-resistant, and easier to install than steel

pipes, making them a preferred choice for many gas

distribution systems.

Can ASTM D2513 polyethylene

pipes be used for underground

gas distribution?

Yes, ASTM D2513 polyethylene pipes are speci?cally

designed and widely used for underground natural gas

distribution due to their durability and corrosion

resistance.

What installation methods are

recommended for ASTM

D2513 polyethylene gas

pipes?

Common installation methods include butt fusion

welding, electrofusion welding, and mechanical ?ttings,

ensuring leak-free joints suitable for gas pressure

applications.

Are there speci?c testing

requirements for ASTM D2513

Vol. 2022, Issue 2
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polyethylene gas pressure

pipes?

Yes, pipes must undergo tests for tensile strength,
hydrostatic pressure, impact resistance, and
environmental stress crack resistance to meet ASTM
D2513 standards.

What grades of polyethylene

are speci?ed in ASTM D2513

for gas pipes?

ASTM D2513 speci?es the use of polyethylene
materials such as PE 2406, PE 2708, PE 3408, and PE
4710, with PE 4710 being the highest grade commonly

used for gas pressure pipes.

Vol. 2022, Issue 2

ASTM D2513 Polyethylene PE Gas Pressure Pipe Tubing: A Technical Review and Industry

Insight

astm d2513 polyethylene pe gas pressure pipe tubing has become a critical

component in the infrastructure of modern gas distribution systems. As the demand for

safer, more durable, and cost-e?ective piping solutions increases, this speci?cation has

garnered signi?cant attention from engineers, contractors, and regulatory bodies alike.

This article provides a comprehensive analysis of ASTM D2513 polyethylene gas pressure
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pipe tubing, exploring its technical standards, material properties, applications, and the
reasons behind its widespread adoption in the gas industry.

Understanding ASTM D2513: Standards and Speci?cations

ASTM D2513 is a standard speci?cation developed by ASTM International that governs the
requirements for polyethylene (PE) plastic gas pressure pipe and tubing used in natural
gas distribution systems. This speci?cation outlines the physical, chemical, and
performance characteristics necessary to ensure the pipe?s suitability for carrying gas
under pressure.

The standard primarily covers PE pipes made from high-density polyethylene (HDPE)
resin, recognized for its excellent strength-to-density ratio. It details parameters such as
dimensions, tensile strength, environmental stress crack resistance, and hydrostatic
design basis, which are essential for maintaining the integrity and safety of gas pipelines.
Material Composition and Properties

Polyethylene used in ASTM D2513 pipes typically falls into the PE 2406, PE 2708, or PE
3408 resin categories, with PE 3408 being the most prevalent due to its enhanced
resistance to slow crack growth and higher pressure ratings. The molecular structure of
HDPE provides excellent ?exibility and chemical resistance, making it well-suited for
underground gas distribution where environmental factors and soil conditions can impose
mechanical stresses.

Some key material properties include:

Tensile Strength: Ensures the pipe can withstand internal gas pressure and
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external loading.

Flexibility: Allows for easy installation, especially in challenging terrains.
2.

Environmental Stress Crack Resistance (ESCR): Critical for longevity and
3.

durability.

Corrosion Resistance: Unlike metallic pipes, polyethylene is impervious to
4.

corrosion caused by soil and moisture.

Dimensions and Pressure Ratings

ASTM D2513 speci?es various pipe sizes and pressure classes to accommodate di?erent
gas distribution requirements. Pipes are typically rated based on their pressure class,

which ranges from 50 psi up to 200 psi or higher, depending on the resin grade and pipe
thickness.

The dimensional standards ensure compatibility with ?ttings and valves, facilitating

system integration. For example, pipe outside diameters are standardized to match

industry ?ttings, while wall thickness is adjusted to meet the required pressure class and
safety factor.

Applications and Industry Adoption
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The use of polyethylene gas pressure pipe tubing compliant with ASTM D2513 has
expanded signi?cantly due to several operational advantages over traditional materials
such as steel or iron.

Advantages in Gas Distribution Systems

Polyethylene tubing?s corrosion resistance reduces maintenance costs and extends
service life, often exceeding 50 years under optimal conditions. Its lightweight nature
simpli?es transportation and installation, reducing labor and equipment expenses.
Furthermore, PE pipes exhibit excellent impact resistance and ?exibility, enabling them to
absorb ground movements and vibrations without cracking?an essential feature in
seismic zones or areas with unstable soils.

Installation Considerations

Installation of ASTM D2513 polyethylene tubing requires adherence to speci?c guidelines
to maintain system integrity. Techniques such as butt fusion and electrofusion welding are
commonly employed to join pipe sections, creating seamless, leak-proof connections.
The ?exibility of PE tubing also allows for bending around obstacles, minimizing the need
for additional ?ttings and joints, which are potential leak points. Proper trenching,
back?lling, and protection from external mechanical damage are critical to preserving the
pipe?s performance over time.

Comparative Analysis: Polyethylene vs. Traditional Gas Piping
Materials

When compared to steel or ductile iron pipes, polyethylene gas pressure tubing stands out
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in several key areas:

Corrosion Resistance: Steel pipes require protective coatings and cathodic

protection systems to prevent rusting, whereas PE pipes are inherently corrosion-

resistant.

Weight: PE pipes are signi?cantly lighter, facilitating easier handling and faster
2.

installation.

Flexibility: The ability to bend reduces joint requirements and adapts better to
3.

terrain variations.

Cost: Although the initial material cost of PE pipes can be competitive, the
overall

lifecycle cost tends to be lower due to reduced maintenance.

Pressure Rating: Steel pipes can typically handle higher pressures, but
advances

in PE resin technology have allowed PE pipes to safely operate at pressures suitable

for most distribution networks.

However, PE pipes may have limitations in extremely high-temperature environments or
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situations requiring very high-pressure containment beyond typical distribution levels.
Regulatory and Safety Compliance

Compliance with ASTM D2513 ensures that polyethylene gas pressure pipes meet
stringent safety and performance standards mandated by regulatory authorities. These
standards support safe gas transport, minimizing risks of leaks or ruptures that could lead
to hazardous incidents.

Additionally, many jurisdictions require certi?cation and traceability of PE pipes to verify
conformity with ASTM D2513, providing stakeholders with con?dence in product quality
and installation integrity.

The Future of ASTM D2513 Polyethylene Gas Pressure Pipe

Tubing

As infrastructure modernization continues, the demand for durable and e?cient gas
distribution networks is expected to rise. Innovations in polyethylene resin formulations
and pipe manufacturing technologies are likely to extend the performance envelope of
ASTM D2513 compliant tubing.

Integration with smart monitoring systems and improved jointing techniques could further
enhance safety and operational e?ciency. Moreover, environmental considerations favor
the use of recyclable and low-impact materials like polyethylene, aligning with global
sustainability goals.

In conclusion, ASTM D2513 polyethylene PE gas pressure pipe tubing represents a

technologically advanced, reliable solution for modern gas distribution. Its combination of
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material resilience, installation ?exibility, and regulatory compliance makes it a preferred
choice across the industry, setting a benchmark for pipeline safety and performance.
ASTM D2513, polyethylene gas pipe, PE gas tubing, high-density polyethylene pipe,
natural gas piping, gas pressure tubing, PE pipe ?ttings, ASTM gas pipe standards,

polyethylene pressure pipe, gas distribution tubing



