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Talcott Parsons on Economy and Society: Understanding the Structural-Functional

Approach

talcott parsons on economy and society o?ers a fascinating lens through which
we

can analyze the complex interplay between economic systems and social structures.
Parsons, a renowned sociologist of the 20th century, sought to explain how societies
maintain stability and cohesion through interconnected institutions, including the
economy. His structural-functional theory provides deep insights into how economic
activities are embedded within broader social frameworks, in?uencing and being
in?uenced by cultural values, social roles, and institutional norms.

Exploring Talcott Parsons? ideas helps us appreciate that the economy is not just a
separate domain of production and exchange but an integral part of the social system.
This perspective remains highly relevant today, especially as we grapple with issues like
globalization, economic inequality, and social change.

The Foundation of Parsons? Social Systems Theory

To understand Talcott Parsons on economy and society, it?s essential to ?rst grasp his

broader social systems theory. Parsons viewed society as a complex system made up of
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interrelated parts that work together to maintain order and stability. His approach, often
called structural functionalism, emphasizes the functions that various social institutions
perform to support the whole.

In this framework, the economy is one of the critical subsystems that interact with
others?such as the political system, family, and education?to ensure societal

equilibrium. Parsons argued that for society to function smoothly, these subsystems must
ful?ll certain functional prerequisites:

Adaptation: The system must adapt to its environment and allocate resources

e?ectively.

Goal Attainment: Society needs to de?ne and achieve collective goals.

2.

Integration: Di?erent parts of society must be coordinated and integrated.
3.

Latency (Pattern Maintenance): Cultural values and norms must be preserved
4,

and transmitted.

The economy primarily contributes to the adaptation function by managing the production
and distribution of resources necessary for survival and growth.

Interconnection of Economy and Society in Parsons? Framework

Parsons? analysis of the economy extends beyond mere market transactions. He viewed
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economic behavior as socially embedded, shaped by cultural expectations and
institutional arrangements. This contrasts with purely economic or utilitarian views that
isolate economic activity from social context.

Economic Institutions as Social Systems

According to Parsons, economic institutions are not autonomous entities but are deeply
intertwined with social norms and roles. For example, the family, education, and legal
systems in?uence economic behavior by shaping individuals? values, skills, and
expectations.

Parsons highlighted that economic roles?such as producer, consumer, employer, and
employee?come with socially de?ned expectations and responsibilities. These roles are
governed by formal rules (like contracts and laws) and informal norms (such as trust and
reciprocity), which together facilitate stable economic interactions.

The Role of Cultural Values

A key insight from Talcott Parsons on economy and society is the role of cultural values in
shaping economic activity. Parsons believed that economic systems could not function
e?ectively without a shared value system that legitimizes economic roles and goals.

For instance, in capitalist societies, values such as individualism, achievement, and
competition underpin economic motivation and innovation. In contrast, other societies
might emphasize cooperation and collective welfare, leading to di?erent economic

arrangements.
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This integration of culture and economy helps explain why economic systems vary
globally and why economic policies must consider cultural contexts to be successful.
Parsons? AGIL Model and Economic Functions

One of Parsons? most in?uential contributions is the AGIL scheme, which stands for
Adaptation, Goal attainment, Integration, and Latency. This model outlines the four
functional imperatives that any social system must satisfy to survive. Let?s see how these
apply to the economy:

Adaptation: The economy must harness resources and distribute goods and

services e?ciently. This includes labor markets, capital allocation, and production
processes.

Goal Attainment: Economic systems set and pursue objectives like growth,

employment, and wealth creation. Governments and institutions often play a role in
coordinating these goals.

Integration: The economy must be harmonized with other social systems to
avoid

con?icts. For example, labor laws integrate economic activity with legal and political
systems.

Latency (Pattern Maintenance): Economic behavior depends on enduring
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cultural patterns such as trust, work ethics, and consumption habits.

Parsons? AGIL framework shows that the economy?s functioning is not isolated but
requires coordination with social and cultural dimensions to be sustainable.

Modern Implications of Talcott Parsons on Economy and Society
While some critics argue that Parsons? theory is overly abstract or conservative, his
insights remain valuable for contemporary analysis. Understanding the economy as
embedded in social systems helps explain why economic crises often have social
consequences and why social change impacts economic structures.

Globalization and Social Integration

In today?s globalized world, economic activities cross national boundaries, making
integration more complex. Parsons? focus on integration and adaptation encourages us to
consider how global economic institutions, like the World Trade Organization or
multinational corporations, interact with local cultures and social norms.

This perspective stresses the need for policies that balance economic e?ciency with
social cohesion, preventing disintegration or marginalization of certain groups.
Economic Inequality and Social Stability

Parsons? theory underscores the importance of shared cultural values and institutional
integration for social stability. Growing economic inequality challenges this balance by
undermining trust and social solidarity.

By viewing the economy as part of the social system, policymakers can better appreciate
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the social functions of economic redistribution, education, and labor protections in
maintaining social order.

Applying Parsons? Insights to Contemporary Economic Sociology
Economic sociology today builds on Parsons? foundational ideas by exploring how
economic actions are embedded in networks of social relations. This approach
investigates topics such as:

How social institutions shape market behavior.

The role of norms and culture in economic decision-making.

Interactions between economic and political systems.

Social consequences of economic transformations.

4,

Talcott Parsons on economy and society continues to inspire scholars to analyze economic
phenomena through a holistic lens, recognizing the inseparability of economic and social
life.

In sum, Parsons invites us to look beyond numbers and markets to the social patterns,
roles, and values that give economy its meaning and function within society. This

comprehensive viewpoint enriches our understanding of economic processes as living
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parts of the social fabric.

Question

Answer

Who was Talcott Parsons

and what is his contribution

to sociology?

Talcott Parsons was an American sociologist known for
developing a general theory of social action and
structural functionalism. He contributed signi?cantly to
the study of social systems, including economy and
society.

How did Talcott Parsons

view the relationship

between economy and

society?

Parsons viewed the economy as one of the key
subsystems of society that functions to meet the material
needs of the society, interrelated with other subsystems
like politics, law, and culture in maintaining social order.
What is Talcott Parsons'

theory of social action and

Vol. 2026, Issue 1
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how does it relate to the

economy?

Parsons' theory of social action emphasizes that

individual actions are guided by norms and values within

a social system. In terms of the economy, economic

behavior is in?uenced by societal norms, values, and

institutions which regulate economic interactions.

What are the four functional

imperatives in Parsons' AGIL

framework and how do they

apply to the economy?

Parsons' AGIL framework includes Adaptation, Goal

attainment, Integration, and Latency. In the economy,

Adaptation refers to economic production and resource

allocation, Goal attainment involves setting economic

goals, Integration ensures coordination among economic

actors, and Latency maintains cultural patterns that

support economic behavior.

How does Parsons' concept

of social system explain

Vol. 2026, Issue 1
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economic stability?

Parsons' social system theory posits that economic
stability is maintained through the interdependence of
social institutions and norms that regulate economic
behavior, ensuring that economic activities align with
broader societal goals and values.

What role do norms and

values play in Parsons'

understanding of the

economy?

Norms and values are central in Parsons' framework as
they guide economic behavior, promote cooperation,
trust, and regulation of economic exchanges, thereby
supporting the smooth functioning of the economic
subsystem within society.

How does Talcott Parsons

di?erentiate between

economy and other social

institutions?

Parsons di?erentiates the economy as the subsystem

primarily responsible for adapting to the environment

Vol. 2026, Issue 1
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through production and distribution of goods and
services, whereas other institutions like politics focus on
goal attainment and law on integration.

What criticisms have been

made regarding Parsons'

views on economy and

society?

Critics argue that Parsons' theory is overly abstract and
neglects power dynamics, con?ict, and economic
inequalities. His focus on social order and consensus is
seen as downplaying social change and economic
exploitation.

How does Parsons'

structural functionalism

approach help in analyzing

modern economic systems?

Structural functionalism helps analyze how di?erent parts
of the economy contribute to overall social stability and
order, emphasizing the roles of institutions and norms in

maintaining economic functions within complex societies.

Vol. 2026, Issue 1
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Can Talcott Parsons'

theories be applied to

contemporary issues in

economy and society?

Yes, Parsons' emphasis on social norms, values, and
institutional interdependence can be applied to analyze
contemporary economic issues like globalization,

corporate social responsibility, and the impact of

economic policies on social cohesion.

Talcott Parsons on Economy and Society: An Analytical Review

talcott parsons on economy and society represents a critical intersection
between

sociology and economics, revealing how social systems and economic structures are
deeply interwoven. Parsons, one of the most in?uential sociologists of the 20th century,
developed a theoretical framework that sought to explain the stability and functionality of
societies through system theory. His insights into the economy and society provide a
comprehensive understanding of how economic actions are embedded within broader
social institutions and cultural norms.

Parsons? work transcends a mere economic analysis by situating economic behavior within
the larger societal context. This approach challenges reductionist views that isolate

economic processes from their social environment. Through his structural-functional
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perspective, Parsons argued that economic systems serve speci?c functions necessary for
societal equilibrium, but they cannot be fully understood without considering their
interdependence with other social subsystems, such as politics, law, and family.
Theoretical Foundations of Talcott Parsons on Economy and

Society

At the core of Parsons? analysis is his action theory, which underscores the idea that
individual actions are in?uenced by social norms, values, and roles. According to Parsons,
economic activities are not performed in a vacuum but are shaped by cultural
expectations and institutional frameworks. This contrasts with classical economic theories
that emphasize rational choice and market mechanisms alone.

Parsons identi?ed four functional imperatives that any social system must ful?ll to
maintain stability: adaptation, goal attainment, integration, and latency (pattern
maintenance). The economy primarily addresses the adaptation function by managing the
allocation of resources and production of goods and services. However, Parsons argued
that economic adaptation must align with the goals and integrative mechanisms of the
society to prevent systemic breakdowns.

Economic Systems as Social Subsystems

In Parsons? model, society is composed of interrelated subsystems, each performing
speci?c functions. The economic subsystem focuses on resource distribution and
production, but it is embedded within the societal matrix that includes:

Political subsystem: Responsible for goal attainment and decision-making.
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Legal subsystem: Provides normative regulations and social control.
2.

Cultural subsystem: Maintains shared values and patterns of behavior.
3.

This interdependence means economic policies and behaviors cannot be divorced from
political and cultural in?uences. For instance, economic incentives are often shaped by
legal systems and cultural attitudes toward work and consumption.

Parsons? View on Capitalism and Modern Society

Parsons o0?ered a nuanced view of capitalism, recognizing it as a dynamic economic
system capable of fostering innovation and growth. However, he also highlighted potential
tensions between capitalist market mechanisms and social stability. His analysis
acknowledged that unchecked market forces could destabilize social cohesion if they
undermine shared values or create inequalities that disrupt integration.

He emphasized that modern industrial societies have developed institutional
arrangements?such as welfare systems, regulatory frameworks, and labor unions?that
mediate the economy?s in?uence on society. These structures help balance economic
e?ciency with social equity, thus maintaining systemic equilibrium.

Implications of Parsons? Theory for Contemporary Economic

Sociology
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Parsons? integration of economic behavior within social systems has profoundly shaped
the ?eld of economic sociology. His work encourages analysts to examine not only market
transactions but also the underlying social contexts that facilitate or constrain economic
activity.

Relevance to Globalization and Economic Change

In an era of globalization, Parsons? insights remain relevant as economic activities
increasingly transcend national boundaries, yet remain embedded in distinct social and
cultural contexts. Understanding how global economic ?ows interact with local institutions
and social norms is crucial for comprehending contemporary economic dynamics.
Critiques and Limitations

While Parsons? structural-functionalism provides a comprehensive framework, critics
argue that it tends to overemphasize social stability and consensus, potentially
underestimating con?ict and power struggles inherent in economic relations. Marxist and
con?ict theorists point out that economic systems often generate inequalities and social
tensions that Parsons? model does not fully address.

Moreover, Parsons? somewhat abstract theoretical style has been critiqued for lacking
empirical speci?city, making it challenging to apply directly to concrete economic
phenomena without further elaboration.

Key Features of Talcott Parsons? Approach to Economy and

Society

Systemic perspective: Economy as a subsystem of society, interconnected with
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political, legal, and cultural systems.

Functionalism: Emphasis on the functions economic activities perform for
societal

stability and adaptation.

Action theory: Focus on social norms and values shaping economic behavior,
3.

beyond mere rational choice.

Equilibrium orientation: Analysis of mechanisms preserving social order
amidst

economic changes.

Interdisciplinary integration: Bridging sociology and economics to understand
5.

complex social phenomena.

Comparisons with Other Sociological Theories on Economy

Compared to Weber?s interpretive sociology, which emphasizes individual motivations and
meaning in economic action, Parsons? approach is more structural and systemic. Unlike

Marx, who foregrounds class con?ict and economic exploitation, Parsons stresses the

integrative functions of economic institutions within society.
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These distinctions highlight the diversity of sociological perspectives on the economy,
with Parsons o?ering a macro-level, system-oriented lens that complements more micro-
level or con?ict-centric analyses.

The legacy of talcott parsons on economy and society continues to in?uence
contemporary debates on how economic systems are embedded within social structures.
His holistic framework invites ongoing exploration of the delicate balance between
economic development and social cohesion in an increasingly complex world.

Talcott Parsons, economy and society, social systems, structural functionalism, social
theory, role theory, social action, modernization theory, cultural system, institutional

analysis

EMERGENCE OF SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

Emergence of Sociological Theory

The emergence of sociological theory marks a pivotal chapter in understanding human society and
social behavior. It represents the intellectual efforts to systematically analyze social structures,
interactions, and change. From the late 18th century through the 19th century, scholars sought to
explain the rapid transformations brought about by the Industrial Revolution, political revolutions,
and scientific advancements. This period laid the groundwork for the development of sociology as a
distinct discipline, characterized by diverse theoretical perspectives and methodological approaches.
Understanding the origins of sociological theory is essential to appreciate how contemporary social
sciences interpret societal phenomena.

Historical Context Leading to the Emergence of Sociological Theory
Societal Changes in the 18th and 19th Centuries

The roots of sociological theory are deeply embedded in the profound societal upheavals of the
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Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution, and political revolutions such as the French and American
Revolutions. Key societal changes included:

- Urbanization and industrialization, leading to new social classes and economic structures.
- Decline of traditional authority and the rise of individualism.

- Shift from agrarian societies to mechanized economies.

- Increased focus on scientific reasoning and empirical observation.

These transformations created a sense of social dislocation, prompting thinkers to understand and
address the complexities of modern societies.

Philosophical Foundations

The emergence of sociological theory was also influenced by significant philosophical movements:

- Enlightenment Rationalism: Emphasized reason, scientific inquiry, and skepticism of
traditional authority.

- Positivism: Advocated by Auguste Comte, stressing the application of scientific methods to
social phenomena.

- Utilitarianism: Focused on individual happiness and social progress.

These philosophies laid the intellectual groundwork for viewing society as a complex but analyzable
system.

Founding Figures and Early Theoretical Developments
Auguste Comte: The Father of Sociology

Often credited as the pioneer of sociology, Auguste Comte (179871857) introduced several key
ideas:

- Positivism: Advocated for the use of scientific methods to study society.

- Law of Three Stages: Society progresses through theological, metaphysical, and scientific
stages.

- Sociology as a Discipline: Proposed sociology to be a rigorous, empirical science studying
social laws.

Comte's work established sociology as a systematic field distinct from philosophy and theology.
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Other Pioneers
Several other thinkers significantly contributed to the emergence of sociological theory:

- Karl Marx: Focused on class struggles, economic forces, and social change.

- Emile Durkheim: Emphasized social cohesion, collective consciousness, and the importance of
social facts.

- Max Weber: Analyzed authority, bureaucracy, and the role of culture and meaning in society.

Each of these scholars introduced distinct perspectives that shaped the development of sociological
thought.

Major Theoretical Perspectives in the Emergence of Sociology
Structural-Functionalism
This perspective views society as a complex system of interrelated parts working together to

promote stability and order. Key points include:

- Society consists of institutions such as family, education, religion, and economy.
- Each institution has a function that contributes to societal stability.
- Social stability is maintained through shared norms and values.
Prominent theorists: Emile Durkheim and Talcott Parsons.
Conflict Theory
Rooted in Marxist thought, conflict theory emphasizes social inequalities and power struggles:
- Society is characterized by ongoing conflicts between different groups.
- Resources and power are unevenly distributed.
- Social change arises from struggles over resources, rights, and influence.
Key advocates: Karl Marx, C. Wright Mills.

Symbolic Interactionism

This perspective focuses on individual interactions and the meanings people assign to social
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symbols:

- Society is constructed through face-to-face interactions.
- Language, gestures, and symbols shape social reality.
- Understanding social behavior requires analyzing individual perspectives.

Noted scholars: George Herbert Mead and Herbert Blumer.

Evolution of Sociological Theories Over Time
From Classical to Contemporary Theories
Initially, sociological theories aimed at understanding social order and stability. Over time, the focus

expanded to include social change, power dynamics, and cultural influences:

- Classical Period: Focused on establishing sociology as a scientific discipline.

- Modern Period: Emphasized social conflict, agency, and cultural diversity.

- Contemporary Theories: Incorporate interdisciplinary approaches such as feminism,
postmodernism, and critical theory.

Impact of Sociological Theories on Society
Theories have influenced social policies, institutional reforms, and academic research:
- Understanding social inequalities and devising methods to address them.

- Analyzing social institutions and their roles in societal stability or change.
- Promoting awareness of cultural diversity and social justice.

Current Directions and Future of Sociological Theory
Emerging Trends
The field continues to evolve with new theoretical frameworks:

- Feminist Theory: Examines gender inequalities and power relations.

- Postmodernism: Challenges grand narratives and emphasizes multiplicity and fragmentation.
- Global Sociology: Looks at global interconnectedness, migration, and transnational issues.
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Challenges and Opportunities

As societies become more complex, sociological theories face challenges:

- Integrating new technologies and digital phenomena into social analysis.
- Addressing intersectionality and multiple identities.
- Ensuring inclusivity and diversity in theoretical development.

Opportunities lie in interdisciplinary research, technological advancements, and global collaboration.

Conclusion

The emergence of sociological theory was driven by profound societal shifts, philosophical
innovations, and pioneering scholars. It transformed how we understand social order, conflict, and
individual agency. From Comte?s positivism to contemporary theories addressing digital society,
sociological thought continues to evolve, offering critical insights into the fabric of human life. As
society faces new challenges, the development of sociological theories remains vital for fostering
social understanding, justice, and progress.

Emergence of Sociological Theory: Tracing the Roots and Evolution of Social Thought

The emergence of sociological theory marks a pivotal chapter in the history of human
understanding, providing frameworks to analyze and interpret the complex fabric of society. As
societies transitioned from traditional to modern, scholars sought to explain the underlying forces
shaping social order, change, and human behavior. This exploration not only laid the foundation for
academic inquiry but also influenced policies, cultural norms, and our collective worldview.
Understanding how sociological theory emerged involves delving into its historical roots, key
thinkers, and the intellectual currents that propelled its development.

The Historical Context of Sociological Theory?s Emergence
The Socioeconomic Changes of the 18th and 19th Centuries
The emergence of sociological theory is deeply intertwined with profound societal transformations,

notably during the Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution. These periods brought about:

- Rapid urbanization and technological advancements
- The decline of feudalism and the rise of capitalism
- Political revolutions advocating liberty, equality, and fraternity
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- Increased interactions among diverse social groups

Such upheavals created a need to understand new social dynamics, prompting thinkers to develop
systematic ways of analyzing society.

Philosophical Foundations
Before sociology emerged as a distinct discipline, philosophical traditions laid essential groundwork:
- Enlightenment thinkers emphasized reason, individualism, and scientific inquiry.
- Political philosophers like John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau explored ideas about social
contract, sovereignty, and human nature.

- Historicism and positivism provided methodologies for studying society scientifically.

This intellectual climate fostered curiosity about the structure and functioning of society beyond
mere philosophical speculation.

The Birth of Sociology as a Discipline
Auguste Comte: The Father of Sociology
The term sociology was coined in the early 19th century by Auguste Comte, a French philosopher

and social scientist. Comte believed society could be studied scientifically, akin to natural sciences
like physics and biology. His contributions include:

- Developing positivism, emphasizing empirical observation and scientific method

- Outlining the Law of Three Stages: theological, metaphysical, and positive (scientific) stages of
societal development

- Advocating for a scientific approach to social order and progress

Comte?s vision set the foundation for sociology as a systematic discipline rooted in empirical
research.

Karl Marx: A Revolutionary Theorist

While Marx did not explicitly define himself as a sociologist, his ideas profoundly influenced
sociological theory. He focused on:



TALCOTT PARSONS ON ECONOMY AND SOCIETY Complete Guide Vol. 2026, Issue 1

- Class struggle and economic relations as the engine of social change
- The critique of capitalism and exploration of power dynamics
- The concept of historical materialism, emphasizing material conditions over ideas

Marx?s insights provided a critical perspective, highlighting the importance of economic structures
and conflict in shaping society.

Emile Durkheim: The Architect of Structural Functionalism
Durkheim?s work marked a shift toward understanding social cohesion and institutions. His key

ideas include:

- Society as a complex system with interdependent parts
- The importance of social facts?values, norms, and institutions that exert influence
- Investigating suicide, religion, and other social phenomena to illustrate social cohesion

Durkheim?s emphasis on empirical research and the study of social facts established sociology?s
scientific credibility.

Major Paradigms in Sociological Theory

The emergence of sociological theory is characterized by distinct paradigms or perspectives, each
offering unigue lenses for analyzing society.

Structural-Functionalism
- Views society as an interconnected system where each part serves a function.
- Emphasizes social stability, order, and institutions.
- Key figures: Emile Durkheim, Talcott Parsons.
Conflict Theory
- Focuses on power disparities, inequality, and social conflict.
- Analyzes how dominant groups maintain control and how social change arises from conflict.

- Key figures: Karl Marx, C. Wright Mills.

Symbolic Interactionism
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- Centers on individual interactions and the meanings attached to social symbols.
- Explores how social reality is constructed through everyday interactions.
- Key figures: George Herbert Mead, Herbert Blumer.
Other Perspectives
- Feminist Theory: Analyzes gender inequalities and patriarchy.
- Critical Theory: Looks at cultural and ideological forces maintaining social dominance.
Key Thinkers and Their Contributions
Auguste Comte
- Laid the groundwork for scientific sociology
- Advocated for a positivist approach
Karl Marx
- Emphasized economic factors and class struggle
- Influenced conflicts and power dynamics in society
Emile Durkheim
- Established sociology as a rigorous scientific discipline
- Focused on social facts and collective consciousness
Max Weber
- Introduced interpretive sociology and verstehen (empathetic understanding)
- Analyzed bureaucracy, religion, and authority

Georg Simmel

- Explored social interactions, urban life, and culture
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The Evolution of Sociological Thought

From Classical to Contemporary Theories

- The classical period (late 19th to early 20th century) focused on developing foundational
theories.

- Mid-20th century saw the rise of mid-range theories addressing specific social phenomena.

- Recent decades have witnessed postmodern and critical theories challenging grand narratives
and emphasizing diversity and complexity.

The Role of Empirical Research
The emergence of sociological theory was also driven by the increasing use of:
- Surveys and questionnaires
- Participant observation
- Statistical analysis
This empirical turn helped transform sociology into a scientific discipline.
The Impact and Contemporary Relevance
The emergence of sociological theory continues to influence:
- Social policy and reform initiatives
- Academic research and teaching

- Public understanding of social issues

In an era marked by globalization, technological change, and social diversity, sociological theories
provide vital tools for interpreting societal shifts and addressing social problems.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Journey

The emergence of sociological theory was a product of historical upheavals, philosophical inquiry,
and scientific ambition. From Comte?s positivism to Marx?s conflict perspective and Weber?s
interpretive approach, these theories form the bedrock of our understanding of society. As society
evolves, so too does sociological thought?adapting to new challenges, integrating interdisciplinary
insights, and fostering a deeper comprehension of the social world. The journey of sociological
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theory is ongoing, continually shaping how we interpret human behavior and social structures in an
ever-changing landscape.

QuestionAnswer What factors contributed to the emergence of modern sociological theory in the
19th century? The rapid social changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution, urbanization,
political upheavals, and scientific advancements prompted scholars to develop systematic ways of
understanding society, leading to the emergence of modern sociological theories. How did the
Enlightenment influence the development of sociological theory? The Enlightenment emphasized
reason, individualism, and scientific inquiry, laying the intellectual groundwork for sociologists to
analyze society systematically and question traditional authority, thus shaping early sociological
theories. Which key thinkers are considered pioneers in the emergence of sociological theory?
Prominent pioneers include Auguste Comte, often regarded as the father of sociology; Karl Marx,
who analyzed class struggle; Emile Durkheim, who focused on social cohesion; and Max Weber,
known for his interpretive approach to social action. How has the emergence of sociological theory
evolved in the 20th and 21st centuries? Sociological theory has expanded to include diverse
perspectives such as functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic interactionism, feminism, and
postmodernism, reflecting changing social realities and interdisciplinary influences in recent times.
Why is understanding the emergence of sociological theory important for contemporary social
sciences? Understanding its emergence helps contextualize current theories, reveals the historical
roots of social analysis, and provides insights into how social issues are interpreted and addressed
through different theoretical lenses today.

Related keywords: sociology development, social theory evolution, classical sociologists, social

structure, social change, functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic interactionism, modernization
theory, social research methods
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